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DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.02 am]: I am 
pleased to inform the house that the third annual Japan Festival is coming to Forrest Place on Saturday. The 
festival was extremely popular in its previous two years, attracting approximately 10 000 people in its first year 
and growing to around 15 000 last year. The festival is an opportunity to experience and enjoy food, 
entertainment, pop culture, crafts and cultural experiences from Japan. 
The 2016 Perth Japan Festival is also one of the celebrations of the thirty-fifth anniversary of 
Western Australia’s sister-state relationship with Hyogo Prefecture in Japan. This significant sister-state 
relationship is the longest in Western Australian history and has generated economic, cultural and social 
exchanges that strengthen the ties between our two regions. It has often been cited as a model sister-state 
relationship and has seen an exchange of students, teachers, government officials, artists, marathon runners and 
even a gift of koalas for some reason. 
The Hyogo Prefectural Government Cultural Centre in City Beach was opened to celebrate the tenth anniversary 
of the relationship. The aim of the annual Japan Festival, which is organised by the Japan Festival Association in 
Perth, is to strengthen the friendly relationship between Western Australia and Japan and to reinforce the sense 
of community among the Japanese people who reside here. 
I am pleased to say that the Western Australian government, through the Office of Multicultural Interests, has 
sponsored the festival once again. I have been advised that this year’s festival is likely to attract an increase in 
crowd numbers and is offering some rare cultural experiences, including two entertainers from Japan. Maiko is 
an apprentice geisha who will dance and sing traditional Japanese songs while Kurodabushi will perform 
traditional dances and songs that celebrate a famous samurai who brought peace to Japan without using swords. 
Many other fascinating aspects of Japanese culture will be on display, including martial arts, anime characters 
cosplay, summer Kimono and games for children. 
One of the advantages of Western Australia’s diverse community is that everyone has an opportunity to 
experience and enjoy a wide range of cultures through public events such as the Japan Festival. The 
Western Australian Japanese community is an integral part of our cultural identity, and this state has benefited 
considerably from the skills, business acumen, hard work and rich culture of the Japanese community. 
I commend the Japan Festival to everyone in the house and congratulate everyone from the Japan Festival 
Association in Perth who has been involved in the organisation of this exciting event. I encourage members to 
take their families to Forrest Place in the Perth central business district between 11.00 am and 6.00 pm this 
Saturday to enjoy the many presentations on display and take part in the fun and festivities. I will certainly be 
attending. 
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